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Dear Mark,  
 
 
First, I would like to thank you for the time and efforts you have put into a truly awesome 
course.  The whole week, for me, was very rewarding, in that I found renewed energy & 
excitement in freshening the curriculum here at Randolph Union Junior High School.   
 
Enclosed is the outline of activities that I would like to implement this year along with 
the objectives you had identified.  Also I included copies of the pages I will be providing 
to the students, a resource template and a sample brochure.   I am hoping that I am 
meeting your expectations for this course with what I have put together.  The plan was to 
keep things simple as you suggested, but I am definitely willing to provide more if 
necessary. 
 
Again, thank you for the hard work you have put into this course to make it meaningful 
for us.  I look forward to including the valuable information I’ve acquired in this course 
in my classroom frequently. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 
       Kerry Hazard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title:  Vermont’s Natural Communities     Quarter 1      
 
Objective #1: 

4.6 Understanding Place 
Students demonstrate understanding of the relationship between their local environment 
and community heritage and how each shapes their lives. 
 
Methods: 

1. Reading text:  The Nature of Vermont, chapter 4, pg.43-64 
2. Activity:  Wildlife Bibliography - Project WILD Curriculum Guide, pg.253 
3. Activity:  Habitat Lap Sit - Project WILD Curriculum Guide, pg. 61 

 
Procedure: 
 1.  Students will have copies of pg. 43-64 from The Nature of 
Vermont to follow along with the reading as I plan to read aloud most of the chapter to 
them.  They will then write a reflection in their Science Journal, discussing Vermont’s 
habitats and land use in our history. 

2.  The activity Wildlife Bibliography utilizes library & internet 
resources so we will visit the media center to carry out this assignment. 
 3.  In this activity we will follow the procedure listed on the handout, 
Habitat Lap Sit.  I will also have students answer the questions from the evaluation. 
 

 
Objective #2: 

3.9 Sustainability 
Students make decisions that demonstrate understanding of human and natural 
communities, the ecological, political, or social systems within them, and awareness of 
how their personal and collective actions affect the sustainability of these interrelated 
systems. 
 
Methods: 

1. Activity:  Classroom Carrying Capacity  - Project WILD Curriculum Guide, 
pg. 9 

2. Activity:  How Many Bears Can Live in This Forest? - Project WILD 
Curriculum Guide, pg. 23 

3. Video:  Our Connection to the Land or Home for Pearl - Vermont Department 
of Fish & Wildlife Video Library 

 
Procedure: 

1.  Though this activity, Classroom Carrying Capacity, is geared for 
K– 4, I think this activity will work well for my 7th grade students.   This activity 
should take no more than 20 min.  The remaining class time will be used to 
discuss what students have learned thus far and reinforce the reading we’d done 
last week from The Nature of Vermont.   I will follow the procedure and 
evaluation described on the handout. 

 



2.   The activity, How Many Bears Can Live in This Forest? builds on 
understanding carrying capacity presented last class and the factors that can affect 
such a number. Whole group activity, materials list is given on the handout, time 
approx. = 30-40 min.  I will follow the procedure and evaluation described it this 
activity. 
 
3.  The video, Our Connection to the Land, will use as an intro for this 
block.  The video runs ~8 min. and with the remaining class time we will be 
discussing the video briefly and then see Home for Pearl.  The take home 
assignment will be to write a short reflection on both videos. 

Objective #3 
7.6 Natural Resources 

Students demonstrate understanding of natural resources and why and how 
they are managed. 

Methods: 
1. Video:  White-tailed Deer – Vermont Department of Fish & Wildlife  

          Video Library 
2. Activity:  Deer Crossing – Project WILD Curriculum Guide, pg. 392 

 
Procedure: 
 1.   The video, White-tailed Deer will be presented in approximately  
 25 min., with the remaining class period for a reflection on the video.  Students 
will focus on carrying capacity of habitat based on the quality and the importance of deer 
to the habitat and economy of the state. 
 2.  The activity, Deer Crossing will require 2 periods of 43 min. each 
to complete.  I will direct the students to follow the procedure as well as the evaluation at 
the end of the activity. 
 
 
Final Culminating Project: 
 
Project:  
As a final evaluation of student learning for this unit, I will ask students to produce an 
animal brochure.  Attached is an example of the format we will be using ( this is only a 
sample, students will produce their brochure in the same manner). 
 
Procedure: 
Students will research & gather information on their choice of animal based on 
Vermont’s Endangered List.  Areas they will be required to describe in their brochure 
include: 
 Animal information & history  
 Habitat Requirements 
 Human Impact 
Students will use the information they learned as well as photos to communicate their 
understanding.  They will be allowed 1 week to complete the assignment and share with 
the class. 



 
Evidence: 
The evidence that I will be expecting will be that the information is accurate and 
complete in their brochure. 
 
Skills Learned: 
 Students will be able to demonstrate understanding of local habitat characteristics 
and our impact on wildlife and habitat. 
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