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Vermont’s Big Game 
Management Plan
Creating a road map for the future. 

I am very pleased to announce the completion of 
the 2010 – 2020 Vermont Big Game Management 
Plan.  This plan will guide the Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife Department in its conservation and 
management of the state’s deer, moose, black 
bear, and wild turkey populations during the next 
ten years.  These four big game species provide 
tremendous hunting opportunities in Vermont as 
well as countless hours of wildlife viewing for all 
Vermonters who love and enjoy wildlife.  

This big game management plan is the culmination 
of a long and deliberative process that melded the 
science of wildlife management with the interests 
of Vermont residents.  This plan could not have 
been successfully completed without the benefit 
of citizens that responded to our surveys, attended 
our public meetings, and provided their comments, 
concerns, and ambitions for the future of our big 
game species.  I also would like to acknowledge all 
Department staff who worked so very hard putting 
it together and listened to the views of Vermonters.  
They also had to deal with the tedious tasks 
involved in preparing the numerous drafts that led 
to this final document.

In the end, I am confident the implementation of 
this Vermont Big Game Management Plan will 
assure that deer, moose, black bear, and wild turkey 
management will improve and ensure that these 
species will be enjoyed in this state for generations 
to come.

Wayne A. Laroche, Commissioner 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department
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