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I. Acknowledgments 
Just over a year ago we asked local, state and national agencies, non-governmental 
organizations, sportsmen, conservationists, academics, land managers and other wildlife 
experts to join together in the development of an all-state, all-species wildlife conservation 
strategy. The response to this ambitious challenge was an extraordinary and unprecedented 
outpouring of collaborative effort resulting in Vermont's Wildlife Action Plan (formally the 
Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy). We thank the many participating 
Conservation Partners (Table 1-1) for responding to the call despite already busy schedules. 
Moreover, our appreciation goes out to the individuals serving on the eight technical teams 
(Table 3-1) charged with the nitty-gritty details of conducting species and habitat 
assessments, integrating the varied and complex needs of many wildlife species and crafting a 
report for all Vermonters interested in wildlife conservation.  
 
We gratefully acknowledge the help of the International Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies, and in particular Dave Chadwick, who provided tireless and invaluable 24-7 
assistance, coordination and encouragement to Vermont and the other states and territories. 
We are grateful to the US Fish & Wildlife Service, particularly Colleen Sculley and the rest of 
the staff at the Region 5-Federal Assistance office, for their ongoing guidance and support. 
 
We thank Vermont's congressional delegation who helped create the opportunity for this 
Wildlife Action Plan (WAP) and for establishing and maintaining the State Wildlife Grants 
program that funds WAP development and implementation. State Wildlife Grants together 
with the other federal wildlife conservation funding programs are vital to keeping common 
species common.  
 
We humbly note that our goal would have been unattainable without a solid foundation—
the rich legacy of Vermont's wildlife conservation history—the observations, stories, data, 
research, planning efforts, conservation, education and wildlife-recreation programs, 
institutions and traditions established and nurtured by those passionate about wildlife and 
Vermont's natural heritage over the past two centuries. 
 
Finally, to all those furry, finned, feathered, scaled, slimy and shelled creatures—the 
charismatic megafauna and the enigmatic microfauna—that so fascinate and enrich our lives 
and economies, we look forward to a bright and healthy future together in the Green 
Mountain State. 
 
 
Funding 
Funding for the development of the Vermont Wildlife Action Plan was provided by the State 
Wildlife Grant Program, Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department, voluntary contributions to 
Nongame & Natural Heritage Program Wildlife Tax-Check-off and License Plate fund, and 
the many organizations, agencies, businesses and individuals who volunteered their time and 
expertise. 
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Appendices 

Users Guide to Vermont's Wildlife Action Plan  
 
A. Species of Greatest Conservation Need Assessment Summaries  

A1-Birds 
A2-Fishes 
A3-Invertebrates 
A4-Mammals 
A5-Reptiles & Amphibians 
A6-Plant Species of Greatest Conservation Need list 

 
B. Habitat & Community Conservation Summaries  

Introduction /SGCN Conservation at Multiple Scales 
Floodplain Forest Summary 
Hardwood Swamp Summary 
Softwood Swamps Summary 
Vernal Pools & Seeps Summary 
Open Peatlands Summary 
Marshes and Sedge Meadows Summary 
Wet Shores Summary 
Shrub Swamps Summary 
Upland Shores Summary 
Outcrops & Upland Meadows Summary 
Cliff & Talus Summary 
Lake Champlain Tributaries Summary 
Lower Connecticut River Summary 
Lake Champlain Summary 
Lacustrine Summary (excluding Lake Champlain) 
Grassland & Hedgerow Summary 
Mines and Quarries Summary 
Subterranean Summary 
Buildings & Other Structures Summary 
 

C. Definitions of General Problem and Strategy Categories 
 
D. Charters for the Teams & Committees of Vermont's CWCS 
 
E. Sample Conservation Partner Correspondence 
 
F. Sample CWCS Media Coverage 
 
G. Sample Fish & Wildlife Conservation Newsletters 
 
H. Secure Species: the initial species assessments during SGCN selection 
 
I. Explanation of Legal Status and Information Ranks-VFWD-NNHP 
 
J. SWG Proposal Evaluation Form 
 
K. Invasive Exotic and Pest Species 
 
L. Plans & Planning Processes Impacting Vermont's Wildlife  






